
Pipe Major Richard Parkes MBE 
 
Pipe Major Richard Parkes MBE, MSc, is the Pipe Major of the ten time and current 
World Champions, Field Marshal Montgomery Pipe Band.   
 
One of the most gifted pipe majors ever to grace the pipe band arena, Richard has 
brought Field Marshal Montgomery Pipe Band to the very top of Grade I, constantly  
re-shaping its future through hard work, dedication, and determined vision, for a 
period of more than three decades.   Richard’s success as a pipe major has become a 
part of piping history, but he is also one of Ireland’s most successful solo players, 
having participated in solo competitions over many years when his pipe band 
commitments allowed.  Richard has consistently won all the major solo competitions 
in Ireland, including seven All Ireland Championships, nine Ulster  
Championships, and eight Northern Ireland Piper of the Year titles. He also placed 
regularly at many of the major solo events on the mainland, including winning the jigs 
at the Northern Meeting and the London competitions in 1989.   
 
When the band reached the very top level in the early `90`s, Richard’s solo career had 
to take a back seat to his role as pipe major, but his success at the helm of Field 
Marshal Montgomery has been remarkable.  As a pipe major, he has led the band to 
an outstanding 60 Major Championship wins. Richard’s achievements have made him 
not only the most prominent pipe major ever, from Northern Ireland, but also one of 
the most successful in the world today. In 2011 the band made history by becoming 
the first band ever to complete the Grand Slam of RSPBA Major titles on two 
occasions, 1993 and 2011 and they have since won the Grand Slam for a third time in 
2013. 
 
Outside of his band commitments, Richard was involved in the Northern Ireland 
Piping and Drumming School for 21 years, becoming assistant director in the late 
80’s. He holds the RSPBA Advanced and Instructors’ Certificates and is a member of 
the Adjudicators’ panel. In 2004, he received the MBE from the Queen for services to 
pipe bands in Northern Ireland, recognising not only his success, but also how 
important his influence has been on the art of piping.  As such an important figure to 
pipers, pipe majors, and bands alike, Richard has travelled the world extensively 
judging, playing and teaching, in addition to leading the Field Marshal Montgomery 
at home.   
 
Away from piping, Richard works in Bombardier Aerospace (Shorts),  
Belfast, as a Senior Project Engineer in the Materials and Processes Engineering 
Department, and holds a Masters Degree in Polymer Engineering.  He has been 
married to Ruth for 15 years who, he says, is very patient, supportive and 
understanding of all the demands of his piping activities. 
 
 


